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8 APPENDIX I: prototype resources









HOLDING TOOL

^ over arm ... usual

< under arm ... OK

^ holding tool rest ...
occasional



MOVING THE ANGLE OF THE TOOL

Note the "step" where the tool is cutting - the
width of this is adjusted by moving the tool from
SIDE TO SIDE see video clip.

greater angle =
cutting more off =
rougher cut

smaller angle =
cutting less off =
finer cut

UP & DOWN ... the effect of this is less clear,
but commonly the tool is held around horizontal
to start with, then the cutting edge is lowered as
the rim is approached (see pictures below)

TWISTING the tool effects the "aggressiveness" of the
cut - the greater the angle the more wood you cut off.



ROUGHING OUT
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SECOND CUT
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3



CUTTING BASE

< stance



move the tool side-to-side
this gives you a

• smooth surface
• rounded shape

for a clean cut
close to the rim

move the tool up-and-down









 



 

 &  the tool handle can be above or below the arm
 is easiest with the handle above the arm



holding the tool

to get a clean cut the tool has to be held relatively still: this is easiest with

• left hand in a fist on the tool rest
• right arm bracing the tool with the handle above or below the arm

Keeping the tool more upright gives a finer cut which will be much easier to control to
begin. With experience, the tool can be used at a greater angle for faster roughing out. If
used at too great an angle it will dig into the wood and cause bad tear out.

stop dig-ins!
twist

 



introduction step by step problem solving advanced

next >< back

sub-heading

page heading

help!
help section here
looking a bit like a
post-it note -
hyperlinks through to
problem solving
section

main body of text here
- needs to be kept
short and punchy -
maybe make this
column a bit wider??

‘sketch-pad’ section with
illustrations and handwriting-
style notes

sub-heading

ref to video



introduction step by step problem solving advanced

next >< back

overview changing stanceusing the tool

getting started

Take a moment to
make yourself
comfortable at the
lathe - try to find a
position from which
you can both hold the
tool firmly and treadle
confidently.

remember
keep the tool still on
the down stroke

push the treadle from
its highest to its lowest
point on every stroke

right hand/arm
bracing tool
handle above or
below the arm

left hand holding
tool shaft firmly
on tool rest

right foot
on block -
bend knee
at bottom
of down
stroke to
push treadle
to floor

upright
stance close
to lathe bed
to maximise
power

watch how
it’s done



introduction step by step problem solving advanced

next >< back

using the tool

using the tools

It is critical for the tool
to meet the wood at
the correct angle so it
does not dig into the
wood and leaves a
smooth surface.

remember
keep the hook of the
tool upright to give a
finer cut

the tool cuts at 90 deg
to the handle

if the tool digs in, twist the
hook more upright

if the surface is a series of steps,
check the angle at which the tool
meets the wood

close up

overview changing stance



introduction step by step problem solving advanced

next >< back

overview changing stance

changing stance

To keep the top of the
hook in contact with
the surface just cut
you will need to
change your stance as
you cut from base to
rim.

remember
start with the tool
away from the body

gradually bring it
towards you as you cut
towards the rim

2. this should be easier - concentrate on
getting a good cut now

3. it help if you raise the end of the tool
at this point

close up

1  it will take some practice to get your
balance and treadle like this

using the tool



introduction step by step problem solving advanced

next >< back

outside insidebase

turning the outside

Start at the base of the
bowl where the tool
touches the wood right
around the bowl blank.

Work slowly towards
the rim, changing your
stance to keep the top
of the hook in contact
with the surface just
cut.

help!
the tool keeps
digging in

the surface is a
series of steps

my bowl’s not round

watch this

first time, just try
to get rid of the big
bumps, you can re-
work it later to get
a smoother surface

close up



introduction step by step problem solving advanced

next >< back

dig-ins not roundsteps

the tool keeps digging in

The angle at which the
tool meets the wood
greatly affects the
effectiveness of the
cut.

When you have
learned to control this
you can use a more
aggressive cut to
remove more wood
when you are roughing
out and a finer
finishing cut

watch this

text with this??

close up



introduction step by step problem solving advanced

next >< back

index interviewsworking

index watch this

close up

other crafts




